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aircraft. Besides this, to deliver operations groups and reduced-strengthl
command posts of the army and front to the zone of their actions, and also
those of the rocket troops, will carrying out up to about 45 to 501
sorties of MI-4 and MI-6 helicopters and up to 15 to 20 sorties of AN-12 ) *
aircraft. Thu.s,_rebasingr, figuring for one_position, requires 	 i
carrying opt up to 250 helicopter sorties and up to 40 to 50 aircraft 	 I
sorties._ F6r - thii;- if - is neceiiary to have in the -lir armies afia-ihe_air 1
fc5Fa-s---of the ma a ry • s rac s up • --,,• 	 •.	 -:4-- s "ffid-up to
one squadron of aircraft of th-e--us—iridicatedT.-- 

Transfer of the remaining personnel of the air units and rear services
units is carried out by motor transport over routes coordinated with the
staff of the front. In the exercises conducted by us, departure of the
komendaturas of the separate airfield technical servicing battalion of the
air regiment, the separate airfield engineer battalion, and the
communications and radiotechnical equipment units was implemented, as to
time, immediately upon the making of the decision by the air army commander
to rebase and, as to place, in the first echelon behind the rocket troops-
of the front. It is.better to assign them those routes which are not taken
by the 173517s, which will ensure high rates of movement forward of the air
units into the assigned areas. With an average daily march of up to 250 to
300 kilometers, the indicated units are capable of covering a distance of
1,000 to 1,250 kilometers in an average of four days and, on the fifth day,
of assuming readiness for full-fledged servicing of air regiments at the
new airfields.

So, with all the mobility of the front cruise missile air units and
the rear services air units, rebasing of the air army to a zone of
impending combat actions represents a complex task requiring precise
organization of support and planning.

* * *

A specific feature of control of the air army under the conditions
considered is the fact that it must be carried out from highly mobile
control posts of the air army and its large units while they are colocated
with the combined-arms control posts.

For purposes of ensuring continuity of control of the combat actions
and rebasing of the air army during the regrouping of forces, it is
advisable to deploy at once a forward command post, command post, and rear
control post at the air army level. It seems to us that, with the adoption
of the decision to rebase air units and large units, it is necessary to



Page 16 ot 2U Pages

deploy a forward command post in the area of impending combat actions, and
the commander of the air army must be transferred there at once. Located
at the forward command post immediately in the area of combat actions, he
will be able to familiarize himself with the situation, refine the decision
for the combat actions of the aviation, and take control at once'of the
redeployed forward units and large units. During this same time, the large
units and separate units of the air army deploy their own control posts,
which immediately prepare to take over the control of the combat actions of
the units. In the case where forward command posts of the combined-arms
armies are deployed in advance in the area of impending combat actions,
operations groups with the appropriate means of communications must be sent
from the air army to these control posts.

The command post and the rear control post of the air army must follow
as part of the ground or flight echelons and be deployed successively with
the corresponding control posts of the front.

An important matter in continuous control of aviation under the
conditions of a highly fluid situation is the timely relocation of command
posts, in particular the command post of the air army. In this connection,
in order to increase the mobility and reliability of control, the need has
arisen to develop a mobile air army command post with permanent
accommodation of all its elements in specially equipped MI-6 helicopters.
The presently available air army command posts, installed in motor
vehicles, have, during the operational exercises carried out by us,
provided excellent conveniences for work under field conditions and quick,
23-minute to 35-minute setting up and closing down. However, the indicated
command posts are bulky and have a poor cross-country capability.
Considering that, under conditions of the employment of weapons of mass
destruction, all kinds of movement will entail negotiation of zones of
contamination and destruction, the use of command posts installed in motor
vehicles will hardly be able to provide the required mobility for control
of aviation. The mobile command posts in141-4 helicopters that are now in
service are very low-powered, and, in practice, the means of communications
available in them are able ta provide stable control of aviation only at
the air division level. We consider it advisable to install the command
post of the air army in two MI-6 helicopters. These machines permit the
installation of the necessary means of communications, various plotting
tables, and also means for automating the processes of control. In a
command-staff exercise conducted in 1963 for the purpose of increasing
mobility, reduced-strength command posts of the air army and the front,
with a minimum of necessary means of communications were repeated157-Febased
to new locations using M1-4 and M1-6 helicopters, which significantly
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increased their mobility and, consequently, provided continuous control of
the actions of troops and aviation both while moving forward and during the
operation of the troops of the front.
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mn BA • Air Army Command Post

Legend

Observation, radiation reconnaissance, and landing
support helicopter

c=',1 Mobile rear services groups

Possible zone of destruction of airfield area by a
nuclear warhead

Route of flight by helicopters around basing area after
nuclear strike

c..4.4eA) Aircraft groups landing at usable airfields .

Figure 1. Procedure of deployment and fulfilment of tasks by
helicopters and mobile rear services groups, with an enemy
nuclear strike against airfields of the air army (variant).
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Figure 2. Fighter air cover of troops in departure position
and during movement of troops of a front with rebasing of the
air army to the area of impending cFEFIE actions at the same
time (variant).
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First launch of front cruise missiles

Front cruise missile air regiment

Central air control radar station

Concentration area of front cruise
missile air regiment .

First sortie of fighter-bomber air regiment

Fighter-bomber air regiment after first
sortie

Bomber air regiment after first sortie

• Separate air reconnaissance regiment

Fighter aviation of the air defense

.Surface-to-air missile troops

Dispersal area of troops

Zones of airborne alert for intercept of
/ow-flying targets

Fighter-bomber air regiment

Departure basing area of air army for
conduct of combat actions

Intermediate basing airfields

Basing on dispersal airfields

Bomber air regiment


